I would like to express my comments in regard to the new regulations that are open for public comment regarding the National Security Personnel System. 

My first comments are in regards to general thoughts that I have. The second, I will make comments on the particular areas that I have the most concern with. I would appreciate if you would accept all of these comments as constructive as possible.  In regards to myself I have served this country for four years as a United States Marine in all three Marine Airwings. I worked as an avionics electronics technician. Upon my discharge I became employed at Ingalls Shipbuilding and have been employed there since 1974 having gotten involved in the Collective Bargaining Processes for over 20 years of Labor Management Relations. 

1) It gives me great concern as a citizen of this great nation of ours when it appears that what we are doing is recreating the wheel and allowing those who are in charge of our military and national defense to become micro managers. With a deficit that continues to spiral out of control and a war that seemingly has no end we continue to poor money into a hole that has no bottom. With concerns over Social Security, funding of our Naval Fleet, and other defense funding we seem to be ignoring the threat that China may present in the future. This concerns me greatly. I don’t want my grandchildren to end up footing the bills for what we run out to do. Especially when you consider that I can’t find any logical reason why we would fund such an episode without consideration of the monetary cost that will be involved in this matter. Then there is the fear I have that when you use some of the theories that are considered in this concept we will probably loose a core skilled group of workers because of the loss of their rights that have been guaranteed under our current system. The experience that I have found in the shipbuilding arena is that when you can’t pay properly or give security to workers they will go to areas or industries that will meet their needs. Which I believe will not be the case with your newly proposed systems. It leaves me to wonder what better time and tax dollars could be spent on matters that mean something to our nation. I believe that our present system could be tweaked but should not be dismantled. Then there is the fact that labor representatives have found it necessary to file a lawsuit because of a lack of faith on your part to do the right thing. 

2) When reading the subparts of A, Sec. 9901.101 to 9901.108 I find that this is more in garbage out garbage then I can stand it says basically that the Secretary can decide the world and that those who represent them must except what is stated in the urgency of what is determined by the mission as defined by the Fox.  Why is it we are attempting to rewrite something that I can’t understand as having not worked? It is also clear to me that with bureaucratic sleaze he will be running the whole show and God bless the fool who challenges him for he may have to pay with his entire future. How can you even say that you have been honest with those of us who pay your salaries? But I bet you sleep well at night. I have never seen such a sham. 

Subpart B, Sec. 9901.201 to 9901.231

This is what I call read and then ask the question show me! I’m not from that state of mind, so how can anyone who wishes to have intelligent dialogue read through this smoke and mirrors episode. What I really like is if you don’t raise a question you live where they put you and the pay band that the Secretary wants you to live with based on a missing answer that Joe DOD worker has to pull from out of the air. But it won’t cost the states anything, however it will cost $100,000,000.00 annually of our Federal taxes. Wow and we had a tax break! There’s that open bottomless hole again. Maybe that’s where the weapons of mass destruction are hidden? What do you think? This thing reeks!!!

From Subpart C to Subpart I, all-inclusive.

This whole thing gives rights to the Secretary to appoint those who he or she (?) feels is the best and above reproach I’m wondering how long it will take to put the meat in the middle of this sandwich that you want to force down our throats in the name of National Security? What is bad with the old system? Do you all really know or does this justify your actual existence. Have any of you no shame?

